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Cu-mediated fluoroalkylation reactions with iododifluoroacetamides 1 have been systematically
investigated. It was found that three types of reactionsmay coexist in Cu-mediated reactions between
iododifluoroacetamides and aryl/alkenyl iodides: cross-coupling, intramolecular cyclization, and
homocoupling reactions. The selectivity among these three types of reactions could be controlled by
tuning the substituents on the nitrogen atom of iododifluoroacetamides, and/or by removing the
cross-coupling reaction partner (aryl/alkenyl halides). The general rule is as follows: (a) in the
presence of proper aryl/alkenyl iodides, the cross-coupling products 2 (or 6) are generally formed as
themajorproducts; (b) in the absenceof aryl/alkenyl iodides, andwhenR1=alkyl andR2=aryl groups,
orwhenR1=R2=aryl groups, the intramolecular cyclizationproducts 3 canbe formedpredominantly;
and (c) in the absence of aryl/alkenyl iodides, andwhenR1=R2=alkyl groups, orwhenR1=HandR2=
alkyl, aryl groups, thehomocouplingproducts4 canbe formeddominantly.Our experimental results also
indicate that inmany caseswhen cross-coupling, homocoupling, and intramolecular cyclization reactions
coexist in theCu-mediated reaction system, the reactivity decreases in the following order: cross-coupling
> intramolecular cyclization > homocoupling.

Introduction

Selective fluoroalkylation, such as tri-, di-, monofluoro-
methylation, and perfluoroalkylation, typically involving
the transfer of a fluorinated alkyl group Rf (the reaction
usually occurred on the fluorine-substituted carbon atom of

Rf) to a substrate, has become one of themost important and
widely used methods to synthesize fluorinated organic
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compounds.1 Fluoroalkylation reactions are commonly
divided into nucleophilic, electrophilic, and free radical
fluoroalkylations, and a variety of fluoroalkylating reagents
have been developed over the past three decades.1-7 However,
most fluoroalkylation methods are limited in the construction
of sp3 C-Rf bonds and not capable to facilitate the efficient
formation of sp2 C-Rf bonds. Although the transition metal-
catalyzed C-C cross-coupling reaction between organometal-
lic reagents and aryl (or alkenyl) halides are well-developed,8

the similar type of fluoroalkyl cross-coupling (sp2 C-Rf bond
formation) reactions aremuch less explored.9-13Currently, the
most widely used synthetic method for the construction of sp2

C-Rf bonds is the cross-coupling reaction between fluoroalkyl
iodides (RfI) and aryl (or alkenyl) halides in the presence of a

stoichiometric amount of copper powder, which was discov-
ered in the late 1960s.14-16 This copper-mediated fluoroalkyl
cross-coupling reaction was believed to be involving a
“Rf-Cu” species,17 and several modified Cu-mediated sp2

C-Rf bond formation reactions have been developed.16,18

It should be noted that, although Cu-mediated trifluo-
romethylation and other perfluoroalkylations of aryl (or
alkenyl) halides are well documented,16 the corresponding
difluoromethylation involving a “RCF2-Cu” intermediate
was less studied, with the only two examples being alkoxy-
carbonyldifluoromethylation19 and (diethoxyphosphinyl)-
difluoromethylation with XCF2COOR and XCF2P(O)(OR)2
reagents (X=IandBr).20Recently, as our continuing effort in
developing selective difluoromethylation methodologies,2a,7

we embarked on the previously unknown Cu-mediated cross-
coupling reaction between iododifluoroacetamides 1 and aryl
(and alkenyl) halides. It was found that, unlike previously
known alkoxycarbonyldifluoromethylation19 and (diethoxy-
phosphinyl)difluoromethylation,20 the reaction with an iodo-
difluoroacetamide 1 could give three types of products: cross-
coupling product 2, intramolecular cyclization product 3, and
homocoupling product 4 (Scheme 1). More importantly, the
selectivity among these three products could be controlled by
tuning the substituents on the nitrogen atom of compound 1,
which makes the reaction practically useful for the synthesis
of gem-difluorinated compounds 2-4.

Results and Discussion

1. Cross-Coupling Reaction between Iododifluoroaceta-

mides (1) and Aryl/Alkenyl Halides. Iododifluoroacetamides
1were prepared according toHuang’s procedure.21 First, we
examined the Cu-mediated cross-coupling reaction under
different conditions, usingN,N-diethyl iododifluoroacetamide
(1a) and 1-iodo-4-nitrobenzene (5a) as model substrates
(Table 1). It turned out that the product yield was sensitive

SCHEME 1. Three Types of Reactions Involving Iododifluoro-

acetamides 1
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to the reaction parameters such as solvent, reaction time,
temperature, and reactant ratio. The reaction could proceed
in bothDMSO and CH3CN, while it provided better yield of
product in DMSO (Table 1, entries 1 and 3). However, the
cross-coupling reaction did not occur in solvents such as
DMF and HMPA (entries 2 and 4), both of which are
commonly used in other Cu-mediated perfluoroalkyl cross-
coupling reactions.16,18 We found that the proper reaction
time was 8 h, and prolonged reaction time did not signifi-
cantly improve the product yield (compare entries 1, 5, and 6).
Furthermore, both low temperature (30 �C) and high tem-
perature (70 �C) led to either no or low product yield (entries 7
and 8), and themedium temperature (50 �C) was chosen as the
optimal reaction temperature. Finally, after a quick scanning
of the reactant ratio, an optimal yield of 2a (70%) was
obtained when the reaction proceeded in DMSO at 50 �C for
8 h with a molar ratio 1a:5a:Cu=1.5:1:6 (entry 12).

By choosing the above reaction condition (Table 1, entry
12) as a standard, we next investigated the scope of the cross-
coupling reaction with 1a. As showed in Table 2, a variety of
structurally diverse aryl iodides 5 were able to react with 1a

to give the corresponding fluoroalkylated products 2a-h. It
was found that the electronic nature of the R5 group in aryl
iodides 5 remarkably affects the product yield, and generally
the reactions with electron-poor aryl iodides gave better
yields than those with electron-rich ones (Table 2). Next,
we further examined the Cu-mediated crossing-coupling
reactions between 1a and various alkenyl iodides 7 (Table 3).
To our delight, the reactions with alkenyl iodides generally
gave higher yields than those with aryl iodides (compare
Tables 2 and 3), and products 6 were obtained with the
retention of Z/E configuration of the alkene functionality.
Both electronic and steric natures of alkenyl iodides did not
significantly influence the product yields.

To gain insights into the structure-reactivity relationship
of iododifluoroacetamides 1, we prepared structurally di-
verse iododifluoroacetamides 1 (with different substituents
R1, R2 on the nitrogen atom), and applied them in the Cu-
mediated cross-coupling reaction with 1-iodo-4-nitrobenzene

(5a) and (E)-β-iodostyrene (7a), respectively (Tables 4
and 5). It was found that when both R1 and R2 were alkyl
groups, the cross-coupling product yields were generally
good (Table 4, 2a and 2i; Table 5, 6a and 6h); and when R1=H
and R2 = alkyl group, the cross-coupling reaction became
sluggish and a prolonged reaction time (24 h) was needed
(Table 4, 2j; Table 5, 6g and 6n). However, when R1=H and
R2=aryl group, the reaction could completewithin 8 h (Table 4,
2k; Table 5, 6i).

TABLE 1. Survey of Cross-Coupling Reaction Conditions

entry solvent temp (�C) molar ratio (1a: 5a: Cu) yield (%)a

1 DMSO 50 1:1:2 51
2 DMF 50 1:1:2 0
3 CH3CN 50 1:1:2 31
4 HMPA 50 1:1:2 0
5b DMSO 50 1:1:2 17
6c DMSO 50 1:1:2 53
7 DMSO 30 1:1:2 0
8 DMSO 70 1:1:2 40
9 DMSO 50 1.5:1:3 59
10 DMSO 50 1.5:1:1.5 30
11 DMSO 50 1.5:1:4.5 62
12 DMSO 50 1.5:1:6 70
aDetermined by 19F NMR by using PhCF3 as internal standard.

bThe reaction time was 5 h. cThe reaction time was 10 h.

TABLE 2. Cross-Coupling of 1a and Aryl Iodides

aAll the reactions were performed with 0.5 mmol of aryl iodide, 0.75
mmol of 1a, and 3.0 mmol of Cu in 2.0 mL of DMSO at 50 �C for 8 h.
bIsolated yield. cDetermined by 19F NMR with PhCF3 as internal
standard.

TABLE 3. Cross-Coupling of 1a and Alkenyl Iodides

aAll the reactions were performed with 0.5 mmol of alkenyl iodide,
0.75 mmol of 1a, and 3.0 mmol of Cu in 2.0 mL of DMSO at 50 �C for
8 h. bIsolated yield.
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Amides are important compounds in life sciences-related
applications,22 and introduction of fluorine atoms into the
R-position of amide functionality may lead to an enhance-
ment of bioactivity of the target molecule. Compound 11 is
an amide derivative of benzylpiperazine, which possesses
antidepressant activity.23We applied theCu-mediated cross-
coupling reaction in the synthesis of gem-difluorinated com-
pound 6j, a fluorine-substituted analogue of compound 11.
As shown in Scheme 2, compound 1e was prepared from
piperazine in 42% overall yield, and cross-coupling between
1e and (E)-(2-iodovinyl)benzene in the presence of copper
powder in DMF at 50 �C proved to be successful, and the
desired product 6j was obtained in 80% isolated yield.

2. Intramolecular cyclization of Iododifluoroacetamides 1.

Many synthetic methodologies have been devised for the
synthesis of indoles and continue to be developed.24Oxindoles,
especially fluorinated oxindole derivatives, have received
relatively little attention, for the lack of efficient synthetic
methodologies.25 When we used 1f to cross-couple with 5a,
besides the cross-coupling product 2l, an unexpected cyclized
product 3,3-difluoro-1-methylindolin-2-one 3a was formed
(Scheme 3). The addition reaction of perfluoroalkyl radical

to electron-rich aromatic ring is well-known, but the similar
reaction with a difluoroalkyl radical has been much less
explored.26 On the basis of this phenomenon (Scheme 3),
we turned our interest to examine the intramolecular cycliza-
tion of iododifluoroacetamides.

The intramolecular cyclization reactions of structurally
different iododifluoroacetamides 3a-e were performed in

TABLE 4. Cross-Coupling of Iododifluoroacetamides 1 and 5a

aAll the reactions were performed with 0.5 mmol of 5a, 0.75 mmol of
1, 3.0 mmol of Cu in 2.0 mL of DMSO at 50 �C. bThe reaction time was
24 h. cDetermined by LC-MS.

TABLE 5. Cross-Coupling of Iododifluoroacetamides 1 and 7a

aAll the reactions were performed with 0.5 mmol of 7a, 0.75 mmol of
1, and 3.0 mmol of Cu in 2.0 mL of DMSO at 50 �C. bThe reaction time
was 24 h. cThe reaction timewas 10 h, and amixture of 6n and 1 (6:1) was
obtained.

SCHEME 2
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DMSOat 65 �C.As shown inTable 6, whenR1=alkyl or aryl
groups, intramolecularly cyclized products 3 were formed in
moderate yields. Different alkyl substituents (methyl, ethyl,
and n-butyl groups) on the nitrogen atom of 1 did not
significantly influence the product yields (Table 6, 3a, 3c,
and 3e). However, the electronic nature of the aromatic
substituent on the nitrogen atom of 1 had a remarkable
effect on the reaction. When R4=methoxy group, the cycli-
zation product 3gwas obtained in 61%yield; however, when
R4=F, the yield of product 3hwas significantly lower (31%).
It is interesting that when R1=H, homocoupling reaction
occurred instead of intramolecular cyclization (Scheme 4). It
is likely that when R1=H, the aromatic ring in compound 1
is less electron-rich, which significantly decreases the reac-
tion rate of intramolecular cyclization, and enables the
homocoupling reaction to become amajor reaction pathway
(Scheme 4). It may also be possible that the enhanced acidity
of theN-Hgroup (through the strong electron-withdrawing
difluoroacetyl group) permits the formation of the corres-
ponding Cu(I) salt and therefore modifies the reactivity of

the molecule avoiding the intramolecular cyclization and/or
favoring the cross-coupling reaction.28 To achieve the synth-

esis of N-unprotected difluorooxindole, we used N-benzyl-

protected iododifluoroacetamide to undergo intramolecular

cyclization reaction to give product 3f (Table 6), and com-

pound 3f could be successfully deprotected by AIBN/NBS

reagent to give N-unprotected difluorooxindole compound 3i

(Scheme 5).

SCHEME 3

TABLE 6. Intramolecular cyclization of Iododifluoroacetamides 1
a

aAll the reactions were performedwith 0.5mmol of 1, 1.0mmol of Cu
in 2.5 mL of DMSO at 65 �C.

SCHEME 4

SCHEME 5

TABLE 7. Homocoupling of Iododifluoroacetamides 1

aAll the reactions were performedwith 1.0mmol of 1, 2.0mmol of Cu
in 2.5 mL of DMSO at 50 �C. bDetermined by 19F NMR by with PhCF3

as internal standard. cThe reaction time was 24 h.

(27) Tsukamoto, T.; Kitazume, T. J. Chem. Soc., Perkin Trans. I 1993, 10,
1177–1182. (28) We thank one of the reviewers for the comment on this possibility.
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3. Homocoupling of Iododifluoroacetamides 1. According
to aforementioned results (Scheme 4), we studied the scope
of the homocoupling reaction of iododifluoroacetamides 1.

The results are shown in Table 7. It was found that, when
R1=H and R2=alkyl or aryl group, or when R1, R2=alkyl
groups, the homocoupling reaction occurred smoothly to
give products 4 in moderate to good yields (Table 7). It
should be noted that, whenR1=aryl group andR2=alkyl or
aryl groups, the homocoupling reaction became negligible
and the intramolecular cyclization reaction dominated (as
shown in Table 6).

Considering that homocoupling may coexist in any Cu-
mediated cross-coupling reaction between iododifluoroace-
tamides 1 and aryl/alkenyl iodides, we carefully investigated
some cross-coupling reactions between iododifluoroacet-
amides 1a-d and 1-iodo-4-nitrobenzene or (E)-(2-iodovinyl)-
benzene (Table 8). It was found that, in all reactions we
studied, the cross-coupling products dominated. When R1 =
H, the ratios of the homocoupling/cross-coupling products
increase (Table 8, 1b and 1d). Furthermore, to gain more
insights into this Cu-mediated reactionwith iododifluoroacet-
amides, we designed two sets of reactions to determine the
relative reactivity (and selectivity) of cross-coupling, intramo-
lecular cyclization and homocoupling reactions (Scheme 6). In
the case of a reaction between iododifluoroacetamide 1f and
(E)-(2-iodovinyl)benzene (7a), the ratioof cross-coupling, intra-
molecular cyclization, and homocoupling products 2f:3a:4i =
85:14:1 (Scheme 5, eq 1). Even when N,N-diphenyliododifluo-
roacetamide (1g) was used to react with (E)-(2-iodovinyl)-
benzene (7a), cross-coupling product 2g still dominated
(2g:3b:4j = 75:24:1; see Scheme 5, eq 2). This suggests that
in many cases when cross-coupling, homocoupling, and

TABLE 8. Comparison between Cross-Coupling and Homocoupling

aReactant A=1-iodo-4-nitrobenzene; reactant B=(E)-(2-iodovinyl)
benzene. bDetermined by 19F NMR.

SCHEME 6

SCHEME 7
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intramolecular cyclization reactions coexist in one reac-
tion system involving iododifluoroacetamides 1 (such as the
reaction between 1f/1g and 7a), the reactivity decreases in the
following order: cross-coupling > intramolecular cycliza-
tion > homocoupling.

Finally, a plausible reactionmechanism is proposed, using
1f as a model compound (as shown in Scheme 7). A single
electron transfer (SET) process between Cu0 and 1f gives a
radical anion species 12, which undergoes elimination of an
iodide ion to afford gem-difluoromethyl radical 13. There are
three possible pathways for the synthetic utility of difluori-
nated radical species 13: copper-mediated cross-coupling
reaction with akenyl (or aryl) halides, which is a fast process
(path 1);16-18 intramolecular cyclization (path 2);29 and
homocoupling reaction (path 3).30

Conclusion

In conclusion, Cu-mediated fluoroalkylation reactions
with iododifluoroacetamides 1 have been systematically
investigated for the first time. It was found that three types
of reactions may coexist in Cu-mediated reactions between
iododifluoroacetamides and aryl/alkenyl iodides: cross-cou-
pling, intramolecular cyclization, and homocoupling reac-
tions (see Scheme 1). The selectivity among these three types
of reactions could be controlled by tuning the substituents on
the nitrogen atom of iododifluoroacetamides, and/or by
removing the cross-coupling reaction partner (aryl/alkenyl
halides). The general rule is as follows: (a) in the presence of
proper aryl/alkenyl iodides, the cross-coupling products 2

(or 6) are generally formed as the major products; (b) in the
absence of aryl/alkenyl iodides, and when R1=alkyl and
R2=aryl groups, or when R1=R2=aryl groups, the intra-
molecular cyclization products 3 can be formed predomi-
nantly; and (c) in the absence of aryl/alkenyl iodides, and
whenR1=R2=alkyl groups, orwhenR1=HandR2=alkyl,
aryl groups, the homocoupling products 4 can be formed
dominantly. Our experimental results also indicate that in
many cases when cross-coupling, homocoupling, and intra-
molecular cyclization reactions coexist in the Cu-mediated
reaction system, the reactivity decreases in the following
order: cross-coupling>intramolecular cyclization> homo-
coupling.

Experimental Section

Typical Procedure for the Preparation of 2,2-Difluoro-2-
iodoacetamide 1. Into a 250-mL round-bottomed flask was
added tetrafluoroethane-β-sultone (36 g, 0.2 mol) and diethyl
ether (150mL).While the solutionwas vigorously stirred, diethyl-
amine (42 mL, 0.4 mol) was slowly added into the flask at 10 �C.
The mixture was then stirred for an additional 4 h, followed by
quenching with H2O (20 mL). The ether phase was washed with
H2O twice, then dried over anhydrous Na2SO4. After filtration
and solvent removal, the crude product was purified by vacuum

distillation to give 2-(diethylamino)-1,1-difluoro-2-oxoethane-
sulfonyl fluoride (35 g), bp 70-72 �C/2 mm.

A mixture of 2-(diethylamino)-1,1-difluoro-2-oxoethanesul-
fonyl fluoride (4.6 g, 20 mmol), NaHCO3 (4.0 g, 48 mmol),
Na2SO3 (3.0 g, 24 mmol), and H2O (60 mL) was stirred at 50 �C
for 4 h, and KI (5.0 g, 30 mmol) and I2 (10.0 g, 39 mmol) were
added in three portions. The reaction mixture was stirred at
80 �Cfor anadditional 2 h.After cooling to room temperature, the
reaction mixture was extracted with diethyl ether (30 mL) three
times. The combined organic phase was washed with aqueous
Na2SO3 solution, then dried over anhydrous Na2SO4. After
filtration and solvent removal, the crude product was purified
by silica gel chromatography (petroleum ether/acetone, 10:1 v/v)
togive product1a (3.2 g, 58%yield) as a colorless liquid. 1HNMR
(CDCl3, 300 MHz) δ 3.23-3.16 (m, 4H), 1.25-1.19 (m, 6H); 19F
NMR (CDCl3, 270 MHz) δ -56.8 (s, 2F). The characterization
data are consistent with those in a previous report.21a

Typical Procedure for Cross-Coupling Reaction between 2,2-

Difluoro-2-iodoacetamide 1 and Aryl Iodides (or Alkenyl Iodides).
Under N2 atmosphere, into a 10-mL Schlenk flask was added N,
N-diethyl-2,2-difluoro-2-iodoacetamide (1a) (207 mg, 0.75 mmol),
1-iodo-4-nitrobenzene (125 mg, 0.5 mmol), Cu powder (190 mg,
3.0 mmol), and DMSO (2.0 mL). The reaction mixture was
vigorously stirred at 50-60 �C for 8 h. After cooling to room
temperature, the reaction mixture was quenched by adding H2O
(10mL) and extracted with diethyl ether (10mL) three times. The
combined organic phase was washed with H2O, then dried over
anhydrous Na2SO4. After filtration and solvent removal, the
crude product was purified by silica gel chromatography
(petroleum ether/ethyl acetate, 10:1 v/v) to give product N,N-
diethyl-2,2-difluoro-2-(4-nitrophenyl)acetamide 2a (92 mg, 68%
yield) as a pale yellow liquid. 1HNMR (CDCl3, 300MHz) δ 8.24
(d, J=8.7Hz, 2H), 7.69 (d, J=8.7Hz, 2H), 3.38-3.31 (m, 4H),
1.18-1.08 (m, 6H); 19FNMR (CDCl3, 270MHz) δ-96.5 (s, 2F);
13C NMR (CDCl3, 75 MHz) δ 161.4, 149.1, 140.5, 126.9, 123.7,
115.1 (t, J=223.8Hz), 42.1, 41.8, 14.1, 12.2; IR (film) 3119, 2980,
2941, 2879, 1670, 1532, 1450, 1353, 1178, 1099 cm-1;MS (ESI,m/
z) 273 (M þ Hþ). Anal. Calcd for C12H14F2N2O3: C, 52.94; H,
5.18; F, 13.96; N, 10.29; O, 17.63. Found: C, 52.92; H, 5.44; N,
9.86.

Typical Procedure for Intramolecular Cyclization of 2,2-Di-
fluoro-2-iodoacetamide 1. Under N2 atmosphere, into a 10-mL
Schlenk flask was added 2,2-difluoro-2-iodo-N-methyl-N-phe-
nylacetamide (156 mg, 0.5 mmol), Cu powder (64 mg, 1.0
mmol), and DMSO (2.5 mL). The reaction mixture was vigor-
ously stirred at 60-70 �C for 7 h. After cooling to room tem-
perature, the reaction mixture was quenched by adding H2O
(10 mL) and extracted with diethyl ether (10 mL) three times.
The combined organic phase was washed with H2O, then dried
over anhydrous Na2SO4. After filtration and solvent removal,
the crude product was purified by silica gel chromatography
(petroleum ether/ethyl acetate, 20:1 v/v), to give product 3,3-
difluoro-1-methylindolin-2-one 3a (44mg, 54%yield) as awhite
solid. 1H NMR (CDCl3, 300 MHz) δ 7.48-7.42 (m, 2H), 7.11
(t, J = 8.7 Hz, 1H), 6.85 (d, J = 9.2 Hz, 1H), 3.15 (s, 3H); 19F
NMR (CDCl3, 270MHz) δ-112.3 (s, 2F). The characterization
data are consistent with those in a previous report.27

Typical Procedure for Homocoupling Reaction of 2,2-Di-

fluoro-2-iodoacetamide 1. Under N2 atmosphere, into a 10-mL
Schlenk flaskwas added2,2-difluoro-2-iodo-N-(4-methoxyphenyl)-
acetamide (327mg, 1.0mmol), Cu powder (128mg, 2.0mmol), and
DMSO (2.0 mL). The reaction mixture was vigorously stirred at
50 �C for 8 h. After cooling to room temperature, the reaction
mixture was quenched by adding H2O (10 mL) and extracted with
CH2Cl2 (10 mL) three times. The combined organic phase was
washed with H2O, then dried over anhydrous Na2SO4. After
filtration and solvent removal, the crude product was purified by
silica gel chromatography (petroleum ether/acetone, 3:1 v/v) to

(29) See previous examples of cyclization reaction between a fluorinated
alkyl radical and an aromatic ring: (a) Zeng, Z.; Liu, C.; Jin, L. M.; Guo,
C. C.; Chen, Q. Y.Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2005, 306–316. (b) Chen, L.; Jin, L.M.;
Guo, C. C.; Chen, Q. Y. Synlett 2005, 963–970. (c) Reference 26a.

(30) See previous examples of homocoupling of fluorinated alkyl free
radicals, see: (a) Arimistu, S.; Xu, B.; Kishbaugh, T. L. S.; Griffin, L.;
Hammond, G. B. Tetrahedron Lett. 2004, 125, 641–645. (b) Wang, Z.;
Hammond, G. B. J. Org. Chem. 2000, 65, 6547–6552. (c) Prakash,
G. K. S.; Hu, J.; Olah, G. A. J. Org. Chem. 2003, 68, 4457–4463.
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give product 2,2,3,3-tetrafluoro-N1,N4-bis(4-methoxyphenyl)succin-
amide 4a (98 mg, 49% yield) as a white solid. Mp 248-250 �C; 1H
NMR (CD3COCD3, 300MHz) δ 7.65 (d, J=9.3Hz, 4H), 6.93 (d,
J=9.0Hz, 4H), 3.79 (s, 6H); 19FNMR (CD3COCD3, 270MHz) δ
-115.4 (s, 4F); 13C NMR (CD3COCD3, 75 MHz) δ 157.2, 130.0,
123.6, 113.4, 109.4 (tt, J=264.3 Hz, J=30.2 Hz); IR (film) 3301,
1691, 1532, 1251, 1156, 1028, 820, 707 cm-1; MS (ESI,m/z) 401 (M
þHþ); HRMS (ESI) calcd forC18H17F4N2O4 (MþHþ) 401.1135,
found 401.1119.

Typical Procedure for Deprotection of 1-Benzyl-3,3-difluo-
roindolin-2-one 3f. A solution of 3f (100 mg, 0.39 mmol) in
chlorobenzene (8 mL) containing NBS (86 mg, 0.46 mmol)
and AIBN (15 mg, 0.09 mmol) was heated to reflux under a
nitrogen atmosphere. After 4 h AIBN (3 mg, 0.02 mmol) and
NBS (20 mg, 0.11 mmol) were added. The solution was heated
overnight then cooled to room temperature. Diethyl ether
(10 mL) and water (20 mL) were added to the solution, which
was stirred for 4 h, then the organic layerwas separated, dried

over anhydrous Na2SO4, and evaporated and the crude product
was purified by silica gel chromatography (petroleum ether/
ethyl acetate, 3:1 v/v) to give 3,3-difluoroindolin-2-one 3i
(42 mg, 69%) as a white solid. 1H NMR (CDCl3, 300 MHz) δ
8.08 (br s, 1H), 7.70-7.46 (m, 3H), 7.37 (t, J= 7.1 Hz 1H); 19F
NMR (CDCl3, 270 MHz) δ -110.9 (s, 2F).
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